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Deanna Tillisch is a community/public relations and marketing professional with more 
than 25 years of experience that crosses corporate, agency and nonprofit sectors. 
Tillisch currently is president and CEO of the United Performing Arts Fund, the largest 
nonprofit of its type in the U.S. She previously spent two decades at Northwestern 
Mutual as division head in three departments: corporate affairs, marketing and 
communications. Tillisch's community involvement includes serving as board president 
of Life Navigators, board director of Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design and advisory 
member of the Medical College of Wisconsin's Women in Science program. She holds an 
MBA from Marquette and a BA from UW-Madison. 
 
Expertise: Economic Development, Education, Leadership, Social Issues & Public Policy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 


