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What would Jon do?
To the editor:
In recent weeks we have witnessed the

killings of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, and
Breonna Taylor. Their tragic deaths, impossi-
ble to ignore no matter your racial or political
identity, have brought attention to the
inequities and implicit bias that people of color
face in our communities. The protests we are
seeing are a call to action for individuals to
stand up against racism and be a voice against
racial injustice.

One who stood up against racism and who
was that voice was Jon Safran, a courageous
ally and advocate who defended the rights of
Frank Jude and many others. Jon used his
power to give voice to the silent and help right
injustices that were committed. Jon passed on
May 18, but we now have an opportunity to
honor his life and work by not being silent.  

I have been thinking about the harm of
racism in our community and, as a white
woman with privilege, I often don’t know
where to start. Today, I am starting by no longer
staying silent. While it may feel like we are far
away from the protests, we need to address the
emotional tax and institutional racism that
people of color, who are our neighbors, friends,
and colleagues, face daily. This means educat-
ing ourselves, our communities, and the orga-
nizations we work with about how to correct
bias and upend inequities. This means stand-
ing up against racism that we see in a store, at
a ballgame, in our workplaces, or in our
schools.  

I hope this moment gives us all the courage to
stand up and be advocates and allies in our
community, to defend against injustice when
we see it, and do the hard work of empathizing
and seeking to understand. We cannot be afraid
to learn. 

Just ask yourself, what would Jon do?  
Krista Brookman

Mequon

Needed: virtue in government 
To the editor:
As is my usual practice after dinner, I had my

television tuned to a PBS station while cleaning
up the kitchen. A documentary on China’s long
history was playing. A word attributed to the
ancient Chinese philosopher, Confucius,
regarding successful government, caught my
attention. The word was “virtue.” So when my
dishwasher started humming, I went to my
computer and Googled Confucius and virtue.
An October 2010 Los Angeles Times article by
Daniel K. Gardner, East Asian history profes-
sor, came up.

I encourage you to check out Gardner’s arti-
cle for yourself, which got me thinking about
some of the more graced teaching in my life
relating to virtue in the eight Beatitudes from
the Sermon on the Mount that you can find on
Wikipedia. They are an invitation to be blessed
in life through humility, mourning, gentleness,
hungering and thirsting for justice, being mer-
ciful, having a clean heart, working for peace,
and enduring persecution because of a thirst
for justice. 

A few days later this quote from Confucius
found me: “When walking in the company of
two other men (I’ll include women) I am bound
to be able to learn from them. The good points
of the one I copy; the bad points of the other I
correct in myself.”  

There are no perfect people or governments
but people and governments can strive to be
virtuous. Unbridled capitalism and a “me-
first” attitude are desensitizing us to the cry of
the earth, and the needs of the poor, hungry
and sick. 

This worldwide pandemic can be the wake-
up call for us to understand how intricately we
are connected to one another and the fragility
of Mother Earth. It can prompt us to under-
stand we are designed to be here for one anoth-
er and to protect the environment. 

There are minds and hearts out there that
desire a virtuous government. Support them;
encourage them; vote for them. 

Marcia Kaminski
Grafton

Trump: Divider in chief
To the editor:
Even in the midst of a global pandemic Don-

ald Trump cannot grasp the meaning of lead-
ership. He argues with reporters, he fights with
governors, and he contradicts doctors and sci-
entists. He hatches conspiracy theories about
his predecessor, President Barack Obama. At
one point Trump claimed that the coronavirus
was totally under control, then said it will go
away like magic, he peddled the drug hydroxy-
chloroquine as a cure, and then outrageously
suggested injecting disinfectants into the
human body. Even Trump’s most ardent sup-
porters must admit that he has no idea what

he’s talking about. Instead of trying to unite
the nation he is purposely trying to divide us.
He is actually cheering on the protesters in
states with Democratic governors to further
the division. But these protests are nothing
more than Trump rallies, with people toting
around their high-powered rifles, waving Con-
federate flags, and wearing their red MAGA
hats. Just a few short years ago, the United
States of America was looked up to all around
the world. Today we are laughed at. This crisis
has shown us the need for strong American
leadership. 

In 2016 we had a choice between a former U.S.
senator and secretary of state and the guy from
“The Apprentice.” Unfortunately too many vot-
ers made a serious mistake and chose the TV
star. On November 3, we must choose again.
Will voters go with the hapless, dishonest, inef-
fective man currently in our White House, or
will they choose Joseph Biden, the kind, digni-
fied, and experienced former vice president?
Let us all hope we don’t get fooled again by Don-
ald Trump. We don’t know what the next crisis
will be. But we do know that Trump will not be
up to the challenge.

James Korthals
Cedarburg

Thank heaven 
for angels among us

To the editor:
I believe angels are always near, surprising

how near. 
As I contemplate my 94-year journey on earth

I am certain God has sent his angels when I was
not even aware. It’s nice to be aware as I have
been these last months especially, since Jan-
uary 15, when I suffered a stroke in the morn-
ing, giving Dr. Gibson at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Milwaukee time, within three hours, to get up
into my head to remove the clot, causing the
right side of my body, including the sight in my
right eye, to come to life again with no paraly-
sis. Full recovery will take from six months to
up to a year to restore my body to what a 94-
year-old duffer can be. I am doing fine, close to
back (to) where I was — walking and balance
the big mountains to climb. God is good. My
wife, Elizabeth, 86, an angel with a mild form of
leukemia and a 3-inch piece of metal inserted
into her backbone four years ago, navigates
well but not very far. 

Enter our next-door neighbor, angel Mrs.
Karen Kroening, who has for over two months
been giving our Abby, our 6-year-old dog, a
Morky, a good, long walk every morning. At
7:30 a.m., Abby at the front doors sees her com-
ing and goes absolutely dog-happy, tail wagging
in a spin, jumping against the glass, and shout-
ing hoorays, her angel right on, faithfully, loy-
ally, not matter the weather. 

All of our family, friends, and neighbors have
been angels and we say thank you, thank you,
THANK YOU! Today, however, we want to
gratefully acknowledge angel Karen Kroen-
ing’s extremely appreciated voluntary assis-
tance. You gotta love her — we do! We hope to
soon be able to handle that important task our-
selves, but will surely miss her daily visits, as
will sweet Abigail. May God continue to bless
and keep you, Karen!

Glenn Dohrmann
Cedarburg

Getting back to normal 
To the editor:
Like many people today, I think about getting

back to normal. When the “milkman” deliv-
ered milk to our house twice a week and put the
bottles in the “milk chute” by the back door.
When gas stations handed out Green Stamps
with each purchase. When Jockey underwear
was manufactured in the United States. When
swimsuits weren’t worn during boys swim-
ming classes. When we only had to choose
between three television stations. When the
national anthem was played every night at mid-
night just before the networks signed off for the
day.  When we ate dinner together as a family.
When mom got excited about dad buying her a
princess phone for Mother’s Day. When we
knew everyone in the neighborhood and we
watched out for one another. When the “rag
man” pushed his cart through the neighbor-
hood once a month echoing his familiar call,
“Raaags.” When Keds was the preferred (only)
choice for gym shoes.

Going back to normal is an illusion; it’s a fal-
lacy. “Normal” means different things to each
of us. “Normal” is evolving. Today is different
than yesterday and tomorrow will be different
than today. Yet, there is one basic value that
provides a sense of normalcy and stability: car-
ing about and serving others. When we serve
others who are less fortunate than us, we focus
on meeting their needs. Our issues become rel-
atively insignificant when our attention is
directed toward helping others with far more

significant issues and needs. 
Serving others includes wearing face masks

and respecting social distance so we cause no
harm. There are hundreds of ways that we can
serve others. Pick and religiously practice one
or two of them and make that your new “nor-
mal” as you adapt to continuing change. Green
Stamps are no longer in existence. There are
now hundreds of television stations to choose
from. The national anthem is no longer broad-
cast at midnight. Swimsuits are now required
during swim classes. Yet, practicing “service
before self” will always be “normal” if we
choose to.

Curtiss S. Peck
Grafton

Trump an embarrassment
To the editor:
I sometimes have to chuckle at some of the

things I read about the Republicans in our area.
Any person with common sense or with their
eyes open can see just how far they will go for
power.

Now their latest claim is that mail-in voting
is fraught with corruption, which is nothing
short of nonsense.

For Pete’s sake, Donald Trump voted by mail
himself. So I guess when you think of it that
way it actually does include corruption to a
certain degree.

I have seen plenty of presidents going all the
way back to Kennedy and I’ve never seen a
president even close to the embarrassment
Donald Trump has brought to our nation’s
highest  office. I would list the reasons but
would run out of ink.

VOTE in November!
Scott Karolczak

Mequon

Typhoid Mary was 
not a freedom fighter

To the editor:
After our sacrifices over the last months, it

seems we have mitigated the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic. With the heroic efforts
of frontline medical workers and first respon-
ders, the massive mobilization of scientific
medical research and innovation, we have
saved, and will save millions of lives.

If we have flattened the curve, we should be
consolidating our gains, and turning to address
the damage that has been inflicted on our econ-
omy. Instead, some political actors promoted a
cynical, divisive campaign to “reopen now”
and “liberate” states from emergency public
health orders. Their actions may cost us all
dearly.

Wisconsin’s Republican lawmakers are heav-
ily indulging in this nonsense, and have repeat-
edly wasted precious time and taxpayer
resources. Their recent foot-dragging on Unem-
ployment Insurance legislation has cost us $25
million in federal funds, which is a pittance
compared to the $1.3 billion we are losing in the
current budget cycle because our state GOP (in
contrast to Republicans in other states) has
refused to expand Medicaid under the Afford-
able Care Act. Until recently, they were spend-
ing our tax money on a lawsuit aimed at
destroying the ACA altogether, including its
protections for people with pre-existing condi-
tions. They have also sued to defend rigged
maps, and make sure voters had to risk expo-
sure to the virus in the spring election. 

Now, they have succeeded in getting the
Walker appointees on the state Supreme Court
to immediately end Governor Evers’ “Safer at
Home” order, with nothing in its place. Note
that, if they had a better plan, or any construc-
tive changes to make, the Legislature already
had the power to rescind the order, or to change
the law. But it’s easier to litigate than legislate. 

We deserve better. Please vote them out this
November.

Peter Eisenhauer
Cedarburg

Blood drives saw high turnout
To the editor:
Thanks to Versiti BloodCenter of Wisconsin

and all 169 blood donors in the four April
Cedarburg community blood drives. To safely
comply with COVID-19 social distancing
requirements, Versiti split the very large
Cedarburg Community Blood Drive into four
smaller drives April 23-29.

In total, these drives attracted a remarkable
169 attempting donors, tying CCBD’s second
best turnout ever. What an inspiration that so
many of our community’s citizens donated
blood to help others at this time!

Dennis Corrigan
Cedarburg Lions Club

Cedarburg

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

By Sen. Duey Stroebel

The economic fallout from COVID-19
has devastated Wisconsin whether you
are a Democrat or a Republican.
According to the Department of Work-
force Development, Wisconsin’s unem-
ployment rate reached 14.1% in April,
a number that surely increased in
May. While unemployment claims shot
up, Governor Evers’ DWD failed to
scale up operations to combat this
growing challenge. This failure is not
a matter of partisan politics as some
have tried to make it. It is the reality
on the ground that unemployed Wis-
consinites are facing each and every
day as they call the DWD hundreds of
times for weeks on end without receiv-
ing any assistance. 

The DWD currently has a backlog of
hundreds of thousands of unemploy-
ment claims. The department has
been slow to pay benefits, expand their
unemployment hot line calling hours
and reassign state employees to help
with claims. This delayed response
has worsened an already bad situation
for Wisconsinites.  

I certainly understand that the DWD
faces significant challenges, but other
governors acted proactively by
expanding their hot line hours and
reallocating staff resources to better
address this challenge. The results are
telling. Wisconsin was among the last
states to begin processing the addi-
tional $600 Federal Pandemic Unem-
ployment Compensation payments. In
Minnesota, Michigan and Illinois,
these payments began about three
weeks before the first payments were
made here in Wisconsin. 

On May 27, Secretary Caleb Frost-
man appeared before the Senate Com-
mittee on Labor and Regulatory
Reform. His testimony did little to
explain the DWD’s failure to this
point.  Instead, Frostman focused on
inaccurately blaming out-of-date tech-
nologies and refusing to take responsi-
bility. He was unable to answer ques-
tions about why the Evers administra-
tion did not anticipate that unemploy-
ment would increase dramatically as
they prepared to shut down Wiscon-
sin’s economy. 

Democrats have also indicated con-
servative reforms to unemployment
are causing delays.  Work-search
requirements and other reforms were
put in place to stop waste, fraud and
abuse. Many policies including work-
search requirements have been
waived during this extraordinary
COVID-19 situation. These excuses are
simply an attempt to misdirect and
avoid accountability for the failures of
the DWD. 

Wisconsin’s loss of $25 million in
federal funding to help pay for unem-
ployment is another issue of concern.
This was an unfortunate error, but as
Congress crafted the CARES Act it
was unclear what the requirements
would be and if retroactive changes by
state legislatures would be allowed.
The state Legislature and Governor
Evers are responsible for failing to
come together on this issue. We should
have focused on a narrower bill that
addressed immediate concerns, but
instead we were bogged down by an
enormous $700 million omnibus pro-
posal from Governor Evers that
sought to spend revenue that had all
but evaporated. Ultimately, the source
of funding to pay unemployment is
not the problem, the DWD’s failure to
process claims and issue payments for
upwards of 675,000 Wisconsinites is. 

Our state agencies under the direct
control of the Evers administration
need to provide efficient and effective
services to Wisconsinites. As of today,
Governors Evers and DWD have failed
miserably. 

(Sen. Duey Stroebel, R-Saukville, rep-
resents the 20th Assembly District, cov-
ering parts of Ozaukee, Washington,
Sheboygan, Fond du Lac and Calumet
counties. He can be reached at 608-266-
7513 or via email at
Sen.Stroebel@legis.wisconsin.gov.)

Evers, DWD
to blame for
backlog in

unemployment
compensation
Administration failed
to anticipate effects 

of COVID-19
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